[Functional soft-palate reconstruction with radial forearm free flaps].
Oropharyngeal cancer of the soft palate is a therapeutic challenge. This is due to crucial importance of velopharyngeal competence for articulation and swallowing. Patient counseling must present the whole therapeutic spectrum in order to receive informed consent. Basically, in primary therapy of oropharyngeal cancer multimodal concepts have to be considered including surgical resection and radiochemotherapy. With regard to the occasional difficulties predicting the functional outcome after primary therapy the ladder of reconstructive options has to be discussed a priori. Among numerous pedicled flaps the radial forearm free flap nowadays belongs definitely in the surgical armoury, which offers almost ideal reconstructive possibilities after extensive resections. This implies some additional aspects in pre- and postoperative workup that are reviewed in this article.